THE    RUSSIAN   REVOLUTION           1615

Sovereigns has Europe seen during the last two
centuries, and how many commonplace and inept
specimens has it endured during the same period !
In this country Queen Victoria was a remarkable
personality, but she was no more firmly established
on the throne than was her dissolute and worthless
uncle, George the Fourth. In a Constitutional
Monarchy the weaknesses of the Sovereign can be
checked or controlled by Parliament. That takes
away from his personal power but adds to his personal
security. With an autocracy, however, deposition,
which in Russia meant assassination, was the only
corrective. As long as Nicholas II remained Czar
of all the Russias, then all the Russians obeyed his
decrees, whether they approved of them or not.
Approval was immaterial to the validity of the
ukase. In the Czar was vested all the powers of
King, Cabinet and Legislature. That is why the only
effective opposition in Russia took the form of a
conspiracy against the occupant of the Throne.
Hence the military plot to remove Czar Nicholas
and substitute another Emperor. The conspirators
meant to follow precedent by changing Czars ; they
blundered into a change of systems.

The facts which have been revealed since the
Revolution clear up a situation which at that time
The conspiracy was obscure. The rumours which filled
in the Army: tjie a^ ancj which were heard by the
revolution well-chaperoned members of the Inter-
planned Allied Delegation, were rooted in a sub-
soil of undoubted conspiracy. The Army Chiefs had
already practically decided to depose the Czar. All
the generals are supposed to have been in it. The
Chief of the Staff, General Alexeieff, was certainly in
the plot; Russky, Ivanoff and Brussiloff were also

VOL.  HI                                                                                            KK